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FOREWORD

OF the three classes of Agama-s, Vaisnava, Satva and
Sakta, the former two go together as thewr subject
matter and 1ts division and treatment are on parallel
lines The first editions to appear of texts of these
two classes were all, with rare exceptions, m the local
South Indian scripts, Telugu and Granthal More
texts of the Vaisnava class have been brought out in
print than those of the Sawva

The first Vaisnava Agama text to be publshed
in Devanigari 1s the Sdttvata-Samhuta (Conjeevaram,
1902) But the attention of the wider world of Sanskrit
scholars and students of Indian rehigion was drawn
to this subject by the pioneering efforts of the Adyar
Library which gave i 1916 the two-volume edition
of the Ahwrbudhnya-Samiuté by Pandit M D Rama-
nujacharya under the supervision of Dr F O Schrader,
together with the latter’s Introductory study of this
text as well as of the whole literature of Paficardtra
A revised second edition of the Akirbudhnya-Samhitd was
brought out by the Adyar Labrary in 1966

Interest mn the publication of the Paficardtra texts
ing Devanigari continued i the Vaisnava centres,

1See F O Schrader, Introductwon to the Paficaratra and the
Amrbudhnya Samhita, Adyar Library, Madras, 1916, p 13
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Kanchi and Melkote (Mysore), and the authorities
of the reputed Sanskrit Series like the Anandashrama
Sanskrit Series, Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, and
Gaekwad’s Oriental Series took interest in these texts;
a few came out from North Indian centres, Banaras
and Calcutta, and a few others owed their publication
to the mmtiative of individual scholars The following
Samhitd-s thus came out in Devandgari script

Brhadbrahma- (of Anandashrama Sanskrit Series
Naradapaficaratra) 68, Poona, 1912

Iévara- Kanchi, 1923.

Visnu- Trivandrum Sanskrit Scries 85,
Trivandrum, 1925

FJayakhya- Gaekwad’s Oriental Series 54,
Baroda, 1931

Pauskara- Melkote-Bangalore, 1934

Sesa- Mysore, 1935

Sandilya- Sarasvati Bhavan, Banaras,
1935-36

Hayasirsa- Varendra Research Society,
1952-57

Paramesvara- Srirangam, 1953

Aniruddha- Mysore, 1956

Laksmitanitra Adyar, 1959

Realizing that Paficaratra-research was still a
desideratum, I set one of my younger colleagues, Mrs.
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Seetha Padmanabhan mn the begmning of the sixties
on further studies 1n this field, one of the items of work
dove by her, a Devansgari edition of the Sripraina-
Samhitd, 15 shortly to be published by the Central
Sanskrit Institute, Tirupati, where at my instance a
long-term project called Agamakosa, a dictionary
cum thesaurus of the three classes of Agama 1s being
compiled, and a few Paficardtra texts have also been
taken up for editing

Comparable to the Agamakosa 1s another large
Paficardtra project mn which I have been mteresting
myself for some years, the work undertaken by Dr.
Daniel H Smith of the University of Syracuse, Syracuse,
USA Dr Smith collected almost all available Pafica-
ratra texts 1n manuscript and print and prepared a
detailed descriptive bibliography of the Paficaratra
texts which 1s under print in the Gaekwad’s Oriental
Series and will appear with my Introduction Dr.
Smith brought out also a collection of extracts on
temple-architecture ! from the different Agama-s, and
a similar but larger collection on the iconography of
Vaisnava images, culled from various Agama-s? A
revised critical edition, based on twelve manuscripts, of
the Agamapramanya of Yamuna by a student of mune,
Dr M Narasimhachari, 15 also under print i the
Gaekwad’s Oriental Series

The Adyar Library resumed its activity in the
Paficaratra field with a critical work on the school,

1 Paficardtraprasidaprasadhanam, Madras, 1963

2 Vawsnava Iconography, Madras, 1969
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next in 1mportance to the Agamapramanya of Yamuna,
namely the Pafcardtraraksi of Vedantadefika (1942;
second edition, 1967) and the Laksmitantra (1959),
published origmnally in Telugu script in 1888 The
third canonical text of the Paficaratra to be edited by
the Library is the one now offered—perhaps the most
important m this class—the Sanatkumara-Samhita

The present edition of the Sanatkumara-Samhita 15
based on the following manuscript materials

A Adyar Library MS No 73678 Palm-leaf
Grantha script 131 fo 7 lmes m a page.
74 letters in a line Condition Good Contains
Books I (Brahmaritra, without beginning),
IT (Swaritra), III (Indrardtra, mcomplete)
and IV (Rswratra)

B. Transcript obtamned from Dr V Raghavan
(of an original MS from Srirangam) Paper
Devanagari script 300 fo 18 lines in a page
16 letters m a lime Condition Good
Contains Books I (without beginning), II,
HI (incomplete) and IV

C Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, MS No R 3456 Paper Telugu
script 372 fo 20 lines in a page 16 letters
m a lme Condition Good Contains
Books I (without begmning), II, III
(ncomplete) and IV
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D Government Oriental Manuscripts Labrary,
Madras, MS No R 3562 Palm-leaf
Grantha script 140 fo 9 lines in a page
60 letters m a line Condition very much
mjured Contamns Books I (n duplcate,
incomplete), II, III (mcomplete) and IV

E  Oriental Research Institute, University of
Mysore, MS No SP 5032, Palm-leaf
Grantha and Telugu script 162 fo 7 lines
n a page 60 letters mn a line Condition
Slightly injured Contams Book I (without
beginning), II, III (incomplete) and IV

F AMS got through thehelp of SmK S Varada-
charya of the Ormental Research Institute,
University of Mysore Palm-leaf Grantha
script 42 fo 6 lnes in a page 70 letters
In a le

No manuscript containing Book V (Brhaspatiratra)
is available anywhere

The text has been edited by Pt V Krishnama-
charya The detailed analytical table of contents to
the text has been supplied by me My detailed
Introduction to this Samhtd with analyses, appendices
and mndexes will be given 1 a separate volume

The thanks of the Adyar Library are due to the
authorities of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, and the Oriental Research Institute,
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University of Mysore for lending therr manuscripts;
and to the Ministry of Education, Government of India,
and the Central Sanskrit Board for thewr financial aid
for this publication

V RAcGHAVAN
Madras

3 September 1969
Krsnajanmastami
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